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I Love the Bible 
and Its Message

 My Faith Has Been a Very Important Part of 
My Adult Life

 I have Taught Bible Classes for over 50 Years
 Written Numerous Adult Bible Studies for 

Classes
 My Love of the Bible and Plants Began to 

Merge
 There are Over 100 Plants Mentioned in the 

Bible
 I Marvel at the Beauty and Symbolism of 

Flora from the Days of King Solomon



Use of Plants in the Bible

Proper Names 
(People & 
Places)

Religious 
Ceremony

Sacrificial 
Offerings

Poetry and 
Symbolism

Food & Fiber 
(Clothing)

Architectural 
Decoration

Medicinal and 
Perfumes



Inspiration for Menorah Came from 
Plants

 “He also made the 
lampstand of pure gold: of 
hammered work he made 
the lampstand. Its shaft, 
its branches, its bowls, its 
ornamental knobs, and its 
flowers were of the same 
piece. And six branches 
came out of its sides: 
three branches of the 
lampstand out of one side, 
and three branches of the 
lampstand out of the 
other side” (Exodus 37:17-
18)



Song of Solomon (SOS) Uses Imagery and 
Symbolism of Plants to Express Eternal Truths

The Language of Poetry

How Should One Interpret Song of Solomon

Plant identification is Often Difficult

Imaginary Pictures That Allow Us to Feel, See, Smell 
and Taste

This Book Best Displays King Solomon’s Botanical 
Expertise



King Solomon Used Variety of Plants to 
Describe the Beauty of the Shulamite 
Maiden
 “A garden enclosed is my sister, my spouse, a 

spring shut up, a fountain sealed. Your plants 
are an orchard of pomegranates with pleasant 
fruits, fragrant henna with spikenard, spikenard 
and saffron, calamus and cinnamon, with all 
trees of frankincense, myrrh and aloes, with all 
the chief spices. A fountain of gardens, a well 
of living waters, and streams from Lebanon.” 
(SOS 4:12-15). 



Grape Vineyards

 “Come my beloved…let us get 
up early to the vineyards; Let us 
see if the vine has budded, 
whether the grape blossoms are 
open…” (SOS 7:11-12) No Plant 
and its products is mentioned 
more frequently than grapes in 
the Bible

 The Grape was excellent for 
shade, fruit and ornament

 A single cluster of Grapes could 
weight twenty-four pounds

 Grape vines were grown in 
almost every part of Israel



Cedar Has Been 
Called the King of 
Bible Trees
 King Solomon Used Cedar to 

Build the Temple and His 
Magnificent House

 Its Wood Associated with 
Superior Quality, Fragrance 
and Durability

 The Shulamite in Describing 
her Beloved said “…His 
Countenance is like Lebanon. 
Excellent as the Cedars”   
SOS  5:15



“…Also he spoke of 
trees, from the cedar 

tree of Lebanon even to 
the hyssop that springs 

out of the wall…” (1 
Kings 4:33)



“I am the rose of 
Sharon…” SOS 2:1

 One of the most familiar verses 
in the book – yet misunderstood

 The precise identity is uncertain
 Linked with the ecology: The 

Plain of Sharon
 Not a rose – likely adapted to 

cultivated fields 
 Tulip, daffodil, lily, gladiola and 

anemone are all candidates



“Like a lily among thorns, so is my love among 
the daughters…” SOS 2:2

 Found eight times in the 
Song of Solomon 

 The lily brings out 
images of love, beauty 
and nourishment

 White lily, Martagon lily, 
Madonna lily, water lily 
and anemones are all 
candidates

 Some botanists believe 
the Bible “lilies” were 
wild hyacinths which 
grow in rocky places in 
the Holy Land



“The fig tree puts 
forth her green figs” 
SOS 2:13

 First fruit to be mentioned in 
scripture (Gen. 3:7)

 Fiscus cariaca, common fig, 
lives as long as two hundred 
years

 To sit under one’s own vine and 
fig tree was Jewish concept of 
peace and prosperity

 Played an important part in daily 
nutrition in biblical times



Fig flowers and Pollination –
A Wonder of Nature

 Unique among flowering trees –
fig flowers are not seen

 The flowers are enclosed inside 
the fruit

 A minute wasp, barely 
discernable, deposits its eggs in 
the flowers

 The flowers are turned into galls 
and female wasp develop from 
the galls

 On the way out of the flower the 
female must pass the male 
flowers and be dusted with 
pollen

 Fruit production is totally 
dependent upon the wasp as a 
carrier of the pollen from the 
male figs



Myrrh
(Commiphora)
 Imported to Israel from East 

Africa and Arabia

 Used Frequently in Song of 
Solomon in Describing the Love 
Between the King and the 
Maiden

 Some species used medicinally 
and others for their fragrance



Frankincense
(Boswellia papyrifera)

 Several plants are obvious 
imports to Israel.  Examples 
are the essential ingredients 
for the anointing oil and 
incense—calamus, 
frankincense, and myrrh 
(Exodus 30) 



Cinnamon  



Saffron



Saffron Threads

 Saffron is the most expensive 
spice known

 150 Saffron Flowers needed to 
produce .05 ounce of spices

 Dried stigmas are known as 
threads

 75,000 flowers are needed to 
produce the threads in one 
pound of final product

 Saffron was well known in 
Solomon’s day



Henna (Lawsonia
inermis)

 “Your plants are an orchard of 
pomegranates with pleasant 
fruits, fragant henna with 
spikenard…” SOS 4:13

 Mentioned only in Song of 
Solomon – native to India

 Cultivated in warmer regions 
of Palestine

 Very Fragrant
 Leaves Contain Dye Used in 

Cosmetics 



Pomegrantes
(Punica granatum)

 Mentioned 17 times in the Bible 
and six in Song of Solomon

 The imagery of the pomegranate 
is prominent on garment of the 
high priest and in the temple. 

 The fruit contains about 600 
edible seeds inside a mass of 
reddish sacs

 The juice from them is like the 
flavor of sweet strawberries 

 Currently this plant is also now 
grown in drier parts of California 
and Arizona. 



“The mandrakes give off a 
fragrance…” SOS 7:13

 This plant has an aura of 
mystery unlike any other plant

 The plant has large, wrinkled, 
dark green leaves that lie flat 
on the ground

 In the center a cluster of 
attractive purple flowers 
appear

 Mandrakes were used as 
aphrodisiacs in post biblical 
times

 The Greeks called it a “love 
potion” when soaked in wine

 The thick, forked roots may 
reach three to four feet into 
the earth



Lilies of the Valley

 “I am the rose of Sharon and the lily 
of the valleys. Like a lily among 
thorns, so is my love among the 
daughers”  SOS 2:1

 Consisted of several species 
including Madonna, martagon and 
water lily.

 Mentioned eight times in Song of 
Solomon

 Associated with love, beauty and 
nourishment



 DATE PALM  (PHOENIX 
DACTYLIFERA)

 ONE OF THE BIBLE LAND’S 
MOST ANCIENT FRUIT TREES

 JEWS ATE THE DATES AND 
HONEY

 “this stature of yours is like a 
palm tree, and your breasts like 
its clusters. I said, I will go up to 
the palm tree, I will take hold of 
its branches”  SOS 7:7-8



Published Late 
2020
 Based on Song of Solomon in 

the Old Testament
 A Beautiful Love Story is 

Described Using Imagery of 
Plants

 Bask in the Wonder and 
Majesty of Plant Life for Those 
Living 3000 Years Ago

 Twenty-Three Different Plants 
Mentioned in SOS 

 I Offer Brief Commentary on 
the Text and Focus on the 
Plants
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